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d) Holding the event on the 12th
-13th September in disregard of cabinet minister's advice

appears to have been a grossly irresponsible act which could spread Covid-19. We are

aware the event was advertised very widely encouraging people to attend from all over the

country. The fact that social distancing did not to occur raises serious concerns about the

possibility of this event becoming a seeding event within Horseheath Parish. Despite the

statement on the website by the organiser recommending safe social distancing was

practised by attendees, in practice this was neither followed nor enforced. This again raises

questions about the management capability of the event organiser and suggests they are

unsuitable supervisors.

We note the organiser's intentions to expand the number of festivals next year. We 

suggest that on current evidence the licence holder has not acted in a fit and proper 

manner in accordance with the terms of the premises licence. 

Horseheath Parish Council seeks comments from the South Cambridgeshire District 

Council's Licensing Office, Health and Environmental Safety and Cambridgeshire Police on 

the complaint and concerns raised. 

Background 

Thurlow Estate (http://www.thurlowestate.co.uk/) owns the Point to Point racecourse and the 

land around it. One of these areas is Crofts Wood (grid reference 603468). This is a mixed 

deciduous woodland which has had a hunting ride within it but otherwise has been relatively 

undisturbed. Local wildlife includes Roe and Fallow deer, foxes, bats, badgers, barn owls, 

buzzards and Red Kites. 

In July 2017 My Little Festival Ltd (https://mylittlefestival.uk/) held an event entitled the 

Wildwood Disco in the wood by arrangement with the landowner, Thurlow Estate. We are 

unaware if an approach was made to the Parish Council that year but we have no 

information about any approaches in either 2018 or 2019. In June 2018 and 2019 the event 

was repeated, along with a family fun day entitled the Wildwood Rumpus which also 

included an overnight camping option. 

The Parish Council received the following email on 13th June 2019: 

From: 

Sent: 13 June 2019 11 :50 

To: 

Subject: The Wildwood Disco - 22nd June 2019 

Dear Sir/ Madam, 

I am organising The Wild Wood Disco on Horseheath Racecourse on the 22nd June 

2019. We are doing everything we can to make sure this event does not disrupt anyone 

living locally, it is only a small event at around 2,000 people and ends at 2am, but we want 

to give out a phone number to call in case of any disturbances. 

The number is: 

Yours sincerely, 



Vicky Fenton 

Nat Laffaille 

During the event, residents of Horseheath expressed concern about the noise emanating 

from the Disco. Since it was considered to be a single event no action was taken by 

Horseheath Parish Council. 

In 2020, following some clearing of trees, My Little Festival trading as Wild Wood Events Ltd, 

arranged with Thurlow Estate to use the wood as a leisure venue on payment of a fee. Vicky 
Fenton, the director of My Little Festival, obtained a premises licence for the use of the wood 
from South Cambridgeshire District Council - see: 

(https:/ /licensing. scambs. gov .uk/PAforlalpacL IVE/ 1 /Lice nsingActPremises/Search/3413/Det 

ail?LIC 10=16431) 

A website for the wild wood disco was also established as well as social media outlets (see 

https://www.thewildwooddisco.com/). 

The licence was granted by South Cambs Licensing without discussion with the District or 

County councillors for the area or with the Parish Council. 

The licence was for 3 one day events between 1st May to the 1st October 2020; the 

designated premises supervisor was Miss Vicky Fenton. The maximum number of paying 

public, guests and artists was stated as 2,500 people with no more than 3,000 people on the 

site at any one time. The licence specifically states that a maximum of three one day events 

can be held per calendar year, and that no events can be held at any other time. 

On 18th June 2020 the following email was received by Dr John Howard, Horseheath Parish 

Council Chair: 

Hello John, 

My name is Vicky and I organise some of the events that happen in the woods at 

Horseheath Racecourse. 

This Saturday would normally be the date of The Wild Wood Disco, instead of doing this we 

are doing a charity music stream in aid of The Trussell Trust who run most of the UK 

Foodbanks. I wanted to let you know as a matter of courtesy, in case you had heard 

through the grapevine that we are doing something, exactly what is we are doing considering 

the current situation. They'll be a maximum of 14 people on site at any one time and no use 

of proper speakers, so therefore no noise to be heard-the music is streamed to people to 

enjoy at home who will hopefully donate to the charity. We are very grateful to Thurlow 

Estate for allowing us to do this and really hope we can raise plenty of money for a very 

good cause that needs our help so much during the pandemic. 

All the best, 

Vicky Fenton 

We note this event was held in the middle of lockdown. We believe this was inappropriate. 

Subsequently, a three-day Wildwood Festival was held from the 21 st-23rc1 August in Crofts 

Wood. No prior communication was received by Horseheath Parish Council from any party. 





to test a Covid safe approach to crowds watching football, and the public Air Show at the 

Imperial War Museum, Duxford. However the Wildwood event went ahead, entitled a 
"Sunset Social". It was advertised nationally on social media and included a statement "Fed 
up with festivals being cancelled? Here is one you can attend .... " It also included available 

tents for three days (see https://www.woodvilleproject.co.uk/paqes/sunsetsocials) although 
the event was scheduled to run from midday on Saturday 12th to 2pm on Sunday 13th

• No

formal - or further informal communication - occurred between Miss Fenton and Horseheath 
Parish Council. 

We are not aware of any Covid secure risk assessment or plan. Presumably the South 
Cambs Licensing Office has this information; Horseheath Parish Council would like to 

inspect both the Noise Management Plan and the Covid-19 Risk Assessment and plan 

and request South Cambs Licensing Office to make these documents available. 

Residents of Horseheath complained about the noise during the event. Music was heard to 
continue until 6pm on Sunday. A resident living at the Haverhill end of Horseheath informed 

the Parish Council there was so much noise in her house that her grandchild could not 
sleep. Other residents could hear the music in their houses after 6pm on Sunday 13th 

September. 

The event included alcohol. Two eye-witnesses of the event said that there was no apparent 

social distancing during the event. Images on My Little Festival's Facebook page (see 
https://www .facebook.com/mylittlefestie) and I nstagram 

(https://www.instaqram.com/thewildwooddisco/?hl=en) confirm this. These images clearly 
show more than 30 people in close proximity. 

Horseheath Parish Council held a meeting on Monday 14th September at which the 

Wildwood disco operations were discussed. It was agreed that a formal complaint should be 
submitted to the Licensing Office and that the Parish Council would also write to the owner 
of the site. 

On the 19th September the Parish Council understood that there was a rumour that an illegal 
rave might be conducted on the site that evening. At 10pm that night the police were 
observed once again in Cardinals Green. We consider it inevitable that poachers, those 

wishing to undertake illegal events and other persons are likely to be attracted to the 

Horseheath site as a result of the activities of My Little Festival, underlining the need for the 

residents of Horseheath to have some awareness of and input in to the licencing and 
frequency of festival and other events in Horseheath Parish. 

Please note that the names of events have varied and the actual names of the differing 
events may not be in accordance with the narrative above. 
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